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We have suffered terror and pitfalls, ruin and destruction. 
Streams of tears flow from my eyes because my people are destroyed. 
(Lamentations 3:47-48) 

 

 As clergy leaders committed to raising a moral and religious voice for the common good, we 
are deeply grieved by Saturday’s attack on a Jewish community engaged in Sabbath morning 
prayers in Pittsburgh’s Squirrel Hill neighborhood. 

 

Faith communities like the ones we call “home” gather to celebrate life with welcoming, open 
doors.  It is a thorough violation of all things holy when a sanctuary is turned into a crime scene 
by a purveyor of hatred and death. 

 

This attack against Jewish people left 11 dead and stands as the deadliest act of anti-Semitism 
ever witnessed on American soil. 

 

The Greensboro Faith Leaders’ Council reaffirms our condemnation of anti-Semitism and all 
forms of bigotry and hatred. Anti-Semitism is a sin and calls for us to renew our commitment to 
disrupting prejudice and working for love. 

 

As clergy, we acknowledge that Scripture has been misused to justify anti-Semitism for far too 
long. Moreover, we proclaim that the Bible’s message presents a far more consistent and 
insistent witness to God’s love for diversity and justice. We need look no farther than the first 
verses of Genesis which states that all humanity was created “in the image of God” (Genesis 
1:27) or the teaching found in every religious tradition instructing: “Love your neighbor as 
yourself.” (Leviticus 19:18) 

 



We give thanks to all faith communities who stand against anti-Semitism. Our hearts are broken 
for those murdered and their surviving families and communities. We pray for the recovery of all 
who were injured. 

 

We call upon all elected officials to reject the hate speech and fear-mongering so prevalent in 
our current political climate, and to denounce the rising tide of white nationalism. We pledge to 
use this moment of national mourning to stand against and speak out against anti-Semitism and 
bigotry in any form, while working for greater understanding and love. 

  

We invite all to join us in working for the common good of our community in substantive and 
lasting ways. 

 

Greensboro Faith Leaders' Council Steering Committee,  

on behalf of the Greensboro Faith Leaders' Council 
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The Greensboro Faith Leaders’ Council is a group of faith community leaders in Greensboro 
raising a compassionate moral voice for justice and the common good. To learn more, visit 
www.faithleadersgso.org. 


