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When a stranger resides with you in your land, you shall not wrong him.              
The stranger who resides with you shall be to you as one of your              
citizens; you shall love him as yourself, for you were strangers in the             
land of Egypt.’ (Leviticus 19:33-34) 
 
We, the Greensboro Faith Leaders’ Council, echo the voices of religious           
leaders around our country in strongly denouncing President Trump’s         
recent executive order on immigration and refugees. As religious         
leaders, we can’t help seeing how these measures run counter to central            
concepts expressed throughout the Bible. 
 
We express our opposition because what is being done also runs counter            
to the values that we hold most sacred as Americans. By barring entry             
of all Syrian refugees, this order amounts to a religious test for entry to              
the U.S. as it refuses any individual coming into our country from a list              
of majority-Muslim nations. Equally troubling, it results in us turning          
our backs on some who have risked their lives by allying themselves            
with our country and its causes. 
 
Just days ago, we witnessed things that few thought possible: refugees           
fleeing our common enemies being detained, separated from their         
families, and even turned away to return to uncertain and dangerous           
fates. Seeing this reminded many of the worst episodes in modern           
history. America appeared to be negating the values upon which our           
nation was founded. 
 
Moreover, we are dismayed by other actions on immigration which          
include: building the wall, drastically increasing the number of         
Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) agents in our       



communities, making our local law enforcement enforce federal        
immigration laws, and putting at risk well over 10,000 mixed status        
families just in Guilford County alone. The impact of this may well            
devastate the entire immigrant community locally. 
 
Guilford County is home to people who have moved here or sought            
refuge from all over the world. In our county school system there are             
over one hundred twenty first languages and one hundred forty countries           
of origin represented. 
 
These North Carolinians, newly arrived or recently resettled, are our          
congregants, neighbors, and friends. 
 
We call on the President to rescind this divisive executive order. We turn             
to our Congressional representatives to denounce its provisions,        
including the imposition of a religious test for entry, and urge its            
immediate repeal. 
 
At the same time, we pledge to continue our work to strengthen the             
bonds across communities here in Greensboro and Guilford County. In          
2014, we became America’s first Stranger To Neighbor City. We          
applaud and urge support of the work of local agencies such as Faith             
Action International House and others. We also pledge to rise to the            
spiritual call that urges us to be welcoming of others, understanding of            
our neighbors, and loving of strangers no matter their place of origin. 
 

__________ 
 
Rev. Dr. Diane Givens-Moffett and Rabbi Andy Koren co-chair the          
Greensboro Faith Leaders Council. 23 clergy from our area signed          
onto this statement. The Greensboro Faith Leaders Council is an          
interfaith, multiracial and multi-ethnic group of ministers representing a         
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broad spectrum of religious traditions. We have pledged to work          
together to be a compassionate, moral voice for the common good. 
 

1. Rev. Diane Givens-Moffett, St. James Presbyterian Church 
2. Julie Peeples, Congregational UCC 
3. Rabbi Andy Koren, Temple Emanuel 
4. Rev Dr Gray Clark 
5. Deborah Suess, Pastoral Minister 
6. Dr. Jeff Paschal, Senior Pastor, Guilford Park Presbyterian Church 
7. Sheila Hoyer-Pastor, First Friends Meeting 
8. Rabbi Miriam T. Spitzer 
9. Rev. Audra Abt 
10. Rev. Oliver M. Thomas 
11. Rev. Baylee Smith 
12. Rev. Dr. Rebecca Todd Peters (Presbyterian Church USA), Professor of Religious Studies, Elon 

University 
13. T. Anthony Spearman 
14. Rev. Dale Walker (PCUSA) 
15. Dr. Wess Daniels 
16. Rev. Kim Priddy 
17. Rev. Jim Prevatt 
18. Rev. Dr. Arnetta E. Beverly 
19. Rev. Warren Pittman 
20. Rev. Lee Hull Moses, First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 
21. Rev. Sarah Carver, Holy Trinity 
22. Rev. Mark Sandlin, Presbyterian Church of the Covenant 
23. Dr. Maria Hanlin 

 


