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When a stranger resides with you in your land, you shall not            
wrong him. The stranger who resides with you shall be to you as             
one of your citizens; you shall love him as yourself, for you were             
strangers in the land of Egypt.’ (Leviticus 19:33-34) 

  

In early February, we, the Greensboro Faith Leaders’ Council,         
issued a statement on Refugees and Immigrants.  Our relief at the          
judicial rulings which have stopped executive actions against        
refugees is only matched by our concern about ongoing         
measures currently taking place against immigrants.  As we       
stated then, given our position as religious leaders, we can’t help           
seeing how what is taking place runs counter to central concepts           
expressed throughout the Bible. 

  

As the focus of attention has shifted to other political matters, we            
have not forgotten that the President’s Executive Order on         
Immigration has drastically increased number of Immigration and       
Customs Enforcement (ICE) agents on the local level.  Well over        
10,000 mixed status families just in Guilford County alone are at          
risk as directives have been given to detain not only          
undocumented immigrants with significant criminal charges, but       
any undocumented immigrant.   

  

Most concerning have been the reports of recent ICE activity that           
has led to the dehumanizing detention of neighbors in our          
community with no criminal history and valid asylum claims. It          
appears some of these individuals may have been targeted         
because of their country of origin and faith, and were quickly           
transferred without warning to a large detention facility in         



Southern Georgia with a terrible human rights record, leaving         
behind devastated family and friends.   
  

  

Guilford County is home to people who have moved here or           
sought refuge from all over the world.  In our county school          
system there are over one hundred twenty first languages and          
one hundred forty countries of origin represented. 

  

These North Carolinians, newly arrived or recently resettled, are         
our congregants, neighbors, and friends. 

  

Each day, communities like ours across the country are left          
picking up the pieces of our broken immigration system. We have           
heard the cries and panic of fear; stories of children not showing            
up for school and families not attending worship services. We          
have provided food, shelter, and emotional support to families that          
have been separated.  

  

Consequently, this is not a political issue for our Council; rather, it            
is a deeply personal, spiritual, and moral one. We call on the            
President to rescind the remaining elements of the Executive         
Order on Immigration and work to create fair and humane          
immigration reforms, including a pathway to legal status for hard          
working, family- and faith-oriented immigrants. Until our political        
representatives in Washington and here in North Carolina do this,          
we pledge to continue to put our faith into action, serving, loving,            
and protecting our neighbors as ourselves.     

__________ 

  

Rev. Dr. Diane Givens-Moffett and Rabbi Andy Koren co-chair the          
Greensboro Faith Leaders Council 


